


The following notes are my suggestions to you when working with this Country Report 

resource.  This PDF includes the entire project template. I have also included a separate 

editable PowerPoint file that includes some pages that you might want to modify to suit 

your needs (instruction pages, table of contents and rubrics).   

 

Tip #1 – Make mini-due dates.  

 

There is quite a bit of research and writing involved in this report project.  It will be time 

consuming.  If you make one due date when the entire project is due, you will probably 

have a lot of little procrastinators waiting until the last minute to do much of the work.  

I’d suggest making some mini-deadlines.   On the instruction sheets I offer a suggested 

break down but you can change these if you’d like. 

 
Tip #2 – Require students to keep a pocket folder for only this project. 

 

Since this is a big project, students will need to work on 

it at home and school.  Keep the information sheets in 

the folder so that parents can refer to the due dates  

as well.  Organize the folder so that the left side pocket  

is for work-in-progress pages.  On the right side, students 

place work that is ready to be graded. 

 

 

Tip #3 – Helpful web sites 

 

Students will need to find several informational resources to complete their report.  I’d 

suggest requiring that they include a mix of both books as well as Internet web sites. 

 

Below are some generally helpful web sites for researching various countries. 

 

• http://www.factmonster.com/countries.html  (very helpful) 

• http://www.ducksters.com/geography  (helpful) 

• http://www.infoplease.com/countries.html  (helpful) 

• http://www.timeforkids.com/around-the-world (limited info) 

•http://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com (helpful but limited countries) 

• http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries.html  (bullet points of facts) 

• http://www.exploreandmore.org/world/default.htm (interactive but limited countries) 

• https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook (comprehensive but a bit 

of a tougher read for kids) 
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Our class is beginning our Country Research Project.  For this project, each student will  

research one country.  This is a very in-depth project that will require a fair amount of time 

and hard work.  Students will be working on this project both at school and at home.   

 

Each student will need to use a pocket folder, where they will keep only their work for this 

project.  It is important that the papers stay neatly organized in the folder as we work on 

them.  When opened, the left side pocket will hold the papers that are still being worked  

on.  The right side pocket will hold papers that are ready for grading.  Because this is a 

lengthy assignment, we will have some grading checkpoints along the way (see page 4  

for specific due dates).  It is important that even after completed work in the right side of 

the folder has been checked, that it remains clean and wrinkle free. If pages get  

damaged before the final project is due, then they will have to be completed neatly  

again.  Let’s avoid doing any unnecessary work and stay organized throughout this  

process! 

 

WRITTEN REPORT 

Each written report will include a cover sheet, table of contents, section narratives,  

graphic organizers and a bibliography.  In the narrative sections, students should be writing  

very neatly and using complete sentences.  The narratives should be written using the  

student’s own words.  We use books and web sites to find and learn the information that  

we need to know but we never copy the exact words of someone else and claim it as our 

own work. 

 

Cover Sheet: Write in the name of your assigned country. Make sure you shade in your  

country on the map. 

 

Table of Contents: Write in the page numbers for each of the topics listed.  

 

Country Snapshot: Fill in all the requested information in the boxes provided. 
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Early History: This is a narrative section.  In this section you should write about the earliest  

inhabitants of the country, any early exploration there and other important events leading  

up to modern times. 

 

Historical Figures: This is a narrative section.  Which people helped to influence the history  

of the country?  Did someone in particular claim to have discovered it?  Were wars won  

or lost there by famous leaders or rebels? 

 

The People Today: This is a narrative section.  Who lives in the country? What is the  

population? What about the heritage of the people?  Did many of their ancestors move  

here from certain other countries or can most people trace their roots back many  

generations? What language or languages are spoken here? 

 

Government: This is a narrative section.  Who leads this country? Is it a democracy where  

the people choose their leaders? Is it led by a dictator or royal monarchy? Are there strict  

rules about education? Is school required for everyone up until a certain age? 

 

About the Land: This is a narrative section.  Write about the geographical features of this  

country. Are there many lakes? Mountains? Discuss the landforms found here.  What are  

the highest and lowest points? Discuss the typical weather patterns found here. 

 

Economy: This is a narrative section.  Discuss what goods are produced here.  Does this  

country have a lot of industry (factories) where items are manufactured? Do they have a  

lot of agriculture (farms) where food is grown? 

 

Tourism: This is a narrative section.  Some countries depend a lot on tourism, with visitors  

spending a lot of money there.  How important is tourism in this country? What is offered?  

For example; major festivals, natural wonders, historical sites, nature preserves, etc. 
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Culture: This is a narrative section. What are some customs found here? What about 

religions or spiritual beliefs held by many people? What are popular foods eaten here?  

Is food considered to be an important part of this country’s culture? 

  

Current Events: This is a narrative section. What are some important issues happening today 

in this country? 

  

Timeline of Important Events:  Graphic organizer provided. List the dates and brief  

descriptions for important events that happened back in the early history of the country  

through modern times. 

  

Country Map: Graphic organizer provided. Draw the country following the directions given. 

  

Country Symbols: Graphic organizer and directions provided. 

  

Currency: Graphic organizer and directions provided. 

  

Compare & Contrast: Graphic organizer and directions provided. 

  

Bibliography:  To complete this project students will need to use several informational text  

sources.  The bibliography is the page that shows which sources were used. Students must  

use a combination of books and Internet web sites.  

Use the following format when listing sources in alphabetical order: 

Books: 

        Author last name, first name. Title. City where the book was published: Publisher,  

        copyright date. 

        Example: 

        Pollock, Steve. Ecology. New York: Dorling Kindersley Ltd., 2005. 

Internet Web Sites: 

       “Title of Web Site.” URL, Date. 

        Example: 

        “Fact Monster.” http://www.factmonster.com/countries.html, 2015. 

 Page 3 of 4 



ORAL PRESENTATION 

After the written reports are turned in, each student will give a 3-5 minute oral presentation. 

For the presentations, students must use visual aids.  A large decorated poster board or a  

PowerPoint presentation displayed using a projector are acceptable visual aids.  Students  

should let the teacher know in advance if they will need to use a computer and projector 

to display their PowerPoint presentation. 

 

Students: Remember to practice at home before your presentation! The visual aids are 

meant to assist the audience in understanding what you are explaining to them. You 

should not be reading your words off the visual aids. Practice at home so that you are 

comfortable talking to your audience about your country. Remember to make good eye 

contact with your audience while presenting. Speak in a strong and clear voice.   

 

A rubric will be provided in advance so that students can see how they will be evaluated. 

 

PROJECT DUE DATES: 

 

DUE DATE: __________________ / Country Snapshot 

 

DUE DATE: __________________ / Timeline Graphic Organizer  

 

DUE DATE: __________________ / Country Map Graphic Organizer  

 

DUE DATE: __________________ / Country Symbols & Currency Graphic Organizers  

 

DUE DATE: __________________ / Compare & Contrast Graphic Organizer  

 

DUE DATE: __________________ / Complete Written Report (All pages) 

 

DUE DATE: __________________ / Oral Presentation with visual aids 
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4 
Excellent 

3 
Good 

2 
Fair 

1 
Needs 

Improve- 
ment 

Note: The above rubric should be applied to each of the written narrative  
sections listed on the following page. 

Development of Ideas Word Choice Mechanics 

• Topic is clear and fully  
   developed using relevant  
   facts and examples  
• Writer paraphrases  
   information in their own  
   words 
• Content is appropriate for 
   audience and topic 

  
 
• Topic is stated and partially 
   developed using relevant  
   facts and examples  
• Writer attempts to  
   paraphrases information  
   in their own words 
• Content is mostly  
   appropriate for audience  
   and topic 

  
 
• Topic can be inferred and 
   has limited development 
   with weak support 
• Writer does not attempt to  
   paraphrase information  
   in their own words 
• Content is limited 

  
 
• Topic is unclear and not 
   developed 
• Writer does not attempt to  
   paraphrase information  
   in their own words 
• Content is very limited and 
   not appropriate for the  
   task 

  
 

• Concrete words, details  
   and subject specific  
   vocabulary are used  
   effectively to clearly  
   convey ideas  
• Nuances in word meanings 
   are demonstrated  
   effectively 

• Concrete words, details  
   and subject specific  
   vocabulary are used to  
   convey ideas, mostly 
  effectively  
• Nuances in word meanings 
   are demonstrated  
   mostly effectively 

• Concrete words, details  
   and subject specific  
   vocabulary are used in a  
   limited amount 
• Nuances in word meanings 
   are demonstrated in a 
   limited amount 

• Concrete words, details  
   and subject specific  
   vocabulary are lacking 
• Nuances in word meanings 
   are not demonstrated 

• Proper use of standard  
   English grammar,  
   capitalization, punctuation 
   and spelling 
• Rich variety of sentence  
   structure, type and length 
• Few (if any) errors,  
   fragments or run-ons 

• Proper use of standard  
   grammar, capitalization,  
punctuation and spelling 
• Some variety of sentence  
   structure, type and length 
•Errors may be more  
   noticeable but do not  
   greatly affect readability 

• Demonstrates limited  
   command of proper use of 
   grammar, capitalization,  
   punctuation and spelling 
• Limited variety of sentence  
   structure, type and length 
•Errors are multiple and 
   interfere with readability 

• Demonstrates limited /no 
   command of proper use of 
   grammar, capitalization,  
   punctuation and spelling 
• No clear sentence  
   structure 
• Errors are numerous and 
   impede readability 



Cover Page: Completed correctly?              ___yes (1 pt) / ___no (0 pt) 

Table of Contents: Completed correctly?   ___yes (1 pt) / ___no (0 pt) 

Country Snapshot:  

 All complete and correct                                       ___ (3 pts)  

                       Mostly complete and correct                               ___ (2 pts) 

                       Somewhat complete and correct                        ___ (1 pt) 

                       Missing or not complete or correct                    ___ (0 pt) 

 
Narrative Sections (*See detailed rubric descriptions on previous page) 
 

Early History:         ____/4 pts  

Historical Figures: ____/4 pts  

People Today:        ____/4 pts  

Government:         ____/4 pts  

About the Land:    ____/4 pts  

Economy:               ____/4 pts  

Tourism:                 ____/4 pts  

Culture:                  ____/4 pts  

Current Events:     ____/4 pts 
  

Graphic Organizers 
   

Timeline:                    ___/3 pts 
Country Map:            ___/3 pts 
Country Symbols:     ___/3 pts 
Currency:                    ___/3 pts 
Compare/Contrast:  ___/3 pts 
 
Bibliography:             ___/3 pts                                  TOTAL SCORE: ___________/ 59 points 

 

Graphic Organizer & Bibliography Scoring: 

All complete and correct                      = (3 pts)  

Mostly complete and correct              = (2 pts) 

Somewhat complete and correct       = (1 pt) 

Missing or not complete or correct    = (0 pt)  

*Narrative Section Scoring: 

Excellent                        = (4 pts)  

Good                              = (3 pts)  

Fair                                 = (2 pts)  

Needs Improvement  = (1 pt)  

Missing                         = (0 pt)  



4 
Excellent 

3 
Good 

2 
Fair 

1 
Needs 

Improve- 
ment 

Comments: 

Delivery Content Visual Aids 

• Uses lots of direct eye  
   contact, rarely looks at 
   notes 
• Speaks with changes in  
   volume and inflection to 
   hold audience interest and 
   to emphasize key points 
• Seems interested in topic 

• Uses a good amount of  
   direct eye contact but  
   looks at notes regularly 
• Speaks with satisfactory 
   changes in volume and  
   inflection, holding the  
   audience’s interest most  
   of the time 

• Uses minimal direct eye 
   contact, reads mostly  
   from notes 
• Speaks with uneven or  
   low volume, uses little 
   inflection in tone 
    

• Uses no direct eye contact 
   with audience, entire 
   report is read from notes 
• Speaks in low volume  
   and/or monotone voice 
    

• Introduces material in a  
   logical order 
• Supports all statements 
   with specific examples or 
   facts 
• Answers all audience  
   questions with confidence 
   and in detail 

• Introduces material in a  
   logical order 
• Supports most statements 
   with examples or facts 
• Answers all audience  
   questions 

• Introduces material in a  
   non-logical order 
• Supports some 
   statements with examples 
• Answers only very basic 
questions, with no detailed 
explanations 

• Introduces material in a  
   scattered, non-logical  
   order 
• Supports very few  
   statements with examples 
• Cannot answer questions 
   regarding state presented 

• Includes many pictures 
   showing landforms, points  
   of interest and history 
• Includes state symbols  
   drawn and colored very  
   neatly or computer prints 
• Very neatly arranged and 
   can be seen easily by all 
   audience members 

• Includes several pictures 
• Includes some state  
   symbols drawn neatly or  
   computer print-outs 
• Neatly arranged and can  
   be seen by all audience  
   members 

• Includes some pictures 
• Includes some state  
   symbols drawn but not 
   very neatly 
• Somewhat organized 
   arrangement and can  
   be seen by some but not  
   all audience members 

• Includes few pictures 
• Includes few (or none)  
   state symbols drawn but  
   not presented neatly 
• Disorganized 
   arrangement and cannot  
   be seen easily by many 
   audience members 





Country Snapshot                                                    #_____ 

 

Early History                                                               #_____ 

 

Historical Figures                                                       #_____ 

 

The People Today                                                    #_____ 

 

Government                                                             #_____ 

 

About the Land                                                        #_____ 

 

Economy                                                                   #_____ 

 

Tourism                                                                       #_____ 

 

Culture                                                                       #_____ 

 

Current Events                                                          #_____ 

 

Timeline of Important Events                                  #_____ 

 

Country Map                                                            #_____ 

 

Country Symbols                                                      #_____ 

 

Currency                                                                   #_____ 

 

Compare & Contrast                                              #_____ 

 

Bibliography                                                             #_____ 



































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
  
 
 
 
 
 
LEGAL INFORMATION: 
This download is intended for use by the original purchaser only.  For school-wide or district-wide use, 
please purchase licensing through my store. 
 
The original purchaser of this document is granted permission to copy for individual teaching purposes only. 
If you are NOT the original purchaser, please download the item from my store before making any copies.   
 
Redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this item or any part thereof on the Internet are strictly prohibited. 
Violations are subject to the penalties of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.  
 
Please purchase additional legal copies or licenses of this item in my store at: 
 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/SunnyDaze                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2015 RMC Capital Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved. 

Thank you for downloading this item! 
Leave feedback and earn credits on TPT. 

 
Resources: 
Select fonts by https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts 
Select cover clip art by https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sonya-Dehart-Design 
Select cover clip art by https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Image-Boutique 
Select clip art by https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Little-Peace-Of-Africa  
 

     Follow me on Pinterest!         Check out my blog! 
       https://www.pinterest.com/sunnydazetampa                            http://teachinginthesunshine.com        
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